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Our Musical Message

When we first learned that we were coming to Japan, we imme-
diately began looking forward to hearing its good music. We had heard
about the many excellent musical groups in Japan as well as the fine
violin teaching in the schools.

Little did we realize that we would have the opportunity to play
regularly with the fine amateur group sponsored by Mr. Muneo
Hashimoto.

At our rehearsals in his home, we have observed that the musicians
work just as hard for successful and satisfying performance as the
professional and business men do in their work.

They show that they are delicated players eager to demonstrate
excellence'in performance of dynamics, phrasing, and sensitivity.

Even though we speak little Japanese, we have appreciated the
acceptance, the warmth and fellowship, extended to us by this
musical group.

Longfellow, the American poet was so right when he wrote the
lines, ““Music is the universal language of all mankind."

Mr. Matthew H. Shoemaker.
Mrs. Ruth D. Shoemaker.
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